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PENTECOST

The Tower of Babel (1563)
Pieter Bruegel the Elder

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came
from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and
came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them ... Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another,
‘What does this mean?’” (Acts 2:1-4, 12)

What does this mean? A look at the Tower of Babel can help us
understand the significance of Pentecost.

This famous painting is full of the details of daily life. Laborers
carry blocks of rock. Men push their boat through the water.
Women hang their laundry. Shepherds watch their cattle. People
tend to plants in their balconies. Women gather and talk to-
gether under an archway.

The inhabitants go about their business, and yet they do not
realize the doom that awaits. Soon their relationships will break
down, and they will be unable to understand one another or
work together. Their project, the tower of babel, will never be
completed. All of their efforts will end broken down into trash
and rubble.

Even today, the world is a mess. Pride and arrogance divide the
human race. Countries are ever at war with one another. Racial
prejudice leads to ethnic conflict.

What about on a personal level? Do you have difficult people in
your life? Co-workers that are hard to work with? Neighbors you
cannot get along with? Family members that are impossible?

The number one reason for counseling is conflict in relationships.

The day of Pentecost reversed this curse. Though the people
spoke many languages, they understood one another perfectly.
Though they had nothing in common, they became extremely
effective at working together. As a result, Christianity swept the
planet.

Pentecost brought the Holy Spirit into their lives, understanding
in their communication, and power in their cooperation (*see
note below). Relationships were restored. Language became
open and free.
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On the cross, Jesus cried out “Why have you forsaken me?”
Jesus’ relationships broke down in order that our relationships
may be restored. The fire of God’s wrath came down on Jesus in
order that we may have the fire of God’s love and community.
The church is about undoing the curses that have fallen on the
human race and showing the world that healing and reconcilia-
tion is possible. Do you have this power in your life?

* The Japanese word for cooperation is 13 73. + means ten. 71 means power.
There is more power in ten than in one. However + also means the cross! 17
71 also serves as a powerful reminder to Christians that true cooperation only
comes through the cross.

The Tower of Bab:
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